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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communications: Amendment, filed 
11/04/2011. 

2. Claims 1 -6 are pending. Claims 1 , 4, 5, and 6 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Iseki et al., ("Iseki") U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0007311 A1, published January 2002, in 
view of Renie, U.S. Patent No. 5,655,053, issued August 1997. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Iseki teaches a mobile recording medium 
manufactured specifically for a place by a company for creating an original electronic 
album of the place, the mobile recording medium comprising: 

material information provided by the company that is pre-recorded on the 
recording medium, the material information including at least one of text, an image, 
audio, and a map relating to the place; because Iseki teaches a system for creating a 
digital album of a place, including video, audio, and image data from a digital video 
camera (par. 0034-0036). Iseki teaches providing material information, including pre- 
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recorded images and video of a place, by a travel company for creating the digital 
album (par. 0098-01 01 ). Iseki teaches that the pre-recorded images are registered and 
stored (par. 0057-0059; par. 0089). Iseki teaches a mobile recording medium where a 
video camera acts as a terminal to store the registered images (par. 0097). 

While Iseki does not specify a form of recording medium, Renie teaches 
automatically inserting personalized opening video segments into pre-recorded stock 
footage of rides and attractions as well as other stock material on a tape such as special 
events, parades, etc. (col. 8, 1. 6-31), as well as selling the storage medium in the form 
of a CD-ROM to the visitor at the place (col. 4, 1. 57-col. 5, I. 34; col. 8, I. 6-51 ). 

Iseki teaches a program which, when executed by a processor, causes a system 
to: receive situational information associated with information captured by a user, the 
situational information associated with the material information and including at least 
one of a location, a date, and a time relating to the place; because Iseki teaches that it 
is possible for a user to input a location, date and time, or alternatively, to fetch position 
and time information relating to the place and date from the camera used to pick up the 
image (par. 0058; par. 0056-0057; Fig. 13; Fig. 14). 

Iseki teaches ...search the material information using the situational information; 

determine and display resulting material information, as a result of the search, 
because Iseki teaches that it is possible to input a location, date and time, or 
alternatively, to search position and time information relating to the place and date from 
the camera used to pick up the image (par. 0058; par. 0056-0057; Fig. 13; Fig. 14). 
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Further, Iseki teaches searching stored situational information by allowing a user to 
retrieve image information based on name, place, or date (par. 84). 

Iseki teaches combine pre-recorded material information selected by the user 
with the information captured by the user to create the electronic album of the place 
comprising both the pre-recorded material information and the information captured by 
the user, because Iseki teaches a system for creating a digital album of a place, 
including video, audio, and image data from a digital video camera (par. 0034-0036). 
Iseki teaches providing material information, including pre-recorded images and video of 
a place, by a travel company for creating the digital album (par. 0098-01 01 ). Iseki 
teaches that the pre-recorded images are registered and stored (par. 0057-0059; par. 
0089); compare to: ... combine pre-recorded material information selected by the user 
with the information captured by the user to create the electronic album of the place 
comprising both the pre-recorded material information and the information captured by 
the user. 

Even if Iseki did not explicitly teach that the mobile recording medium was 
manufactured specifically for a place by a company, since Iseki teaches that it is 
possible to give a function as a terminal to the digital camera, i.e., recording medium 
where position information and date information provided in the camera are used as the 
input information (par. 0095-0097), and Iseki teaches providing material information, 
including pre-recorded images and video of a place, by a travel company for creating a 
digital album (par. 0098-0101), it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have used the digital camera and/or storage medium 
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to store the pre-recorded travel information, since it would have been obvious to 
combine the disclosed prior art elements of camera, storage, and pre-recorded images 
using the disclosed methods of using the camera as a terminal, in order to achieve 
predictable results (KSR). 

Both Renie and Iseki are directed to the recording and storage of image data. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system for producing customized video recordings for a sightseeing spot 
disclosed by Renie, with the image editing and storage system disclosed by Iseki, in 
order to allow users of the system flexibility in storing and accessing their recorded 
image content, as well as providing third part access to the content (Iseki, par. 0006). 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Iseki suggests but does not explicitly teach a 
plurality of opening videos; because Iseki teaches that image information registered with 
an image provider can be extracted, and image and video information can be stored as 
both open registered and private, therefore allowing a user to retrieve a plurality of 
opening videos (par. 0089-0090; par. 0083-0084). 

Renie teaches automatically inserting personalized opening video segments into 
pre-recorded stock footage of rides and attractions as well as other stock material on 
the tape such as special events, parades, etc. (col. 8, 1. 6-31). 

Both Renie and Iseki are directed to the recording and storage of image data. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system for producing customized video recordings for a sightseeing spot 
disclosed by Renie, with the image editing and storage system disclosed by Iseki, in 
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order to allow users of the system flexibility in storing and accessing their recorded 
image content, as well as providing third part access to the content (Iseki, par. 0006). 

Regarding dependent claim 3, while Iseki does not explicitly teach ...wherein 
the system displays an opening video associated with the situational information, Renie 
teaches automatically inserting personalized video segments into pre-recorded stock 
footage of rides and attractions as well as other stock material on the tape such as 
special events, parades, etc. (col. 8, 1. 6-31). 

Iseki teaches wherein the system displays an opening video associated the 
situational information and automatically displays, thereafter, images and the like 
prepared by the user in a chronological order, because Iseki teaches an electronic 
service site for a digital album (par. 0035-0038), where situational information can be 
recorded with an image prepared by the user, and users can store their images in a 
digital album in chronological order (par. 0058; 0065; 0100; 0103). 

Both Renie and Iseki are directed to the recording and storage of image data. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system for producing customized video recordings for a sightseeing spot 
disclosed by Renie, with the image editing and storage system disclosed by Iseki, in 
order to allow users of the system flexibility in storing and accessing their recorded 
image content, as well as providing third part access to the content (Iseki, par. 0006). 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Iseki teaches an ID (identification number) 
wherein the ID enables the system to receive updates via a network for the mobile 
recording medium, thereby updating the recording medium with the newest material 
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information; because Iseki discloses an ID for images and the recording medium, for 
use for providing information and updates via a network, the internet (par 0035-0038; 
0051 ; 0058-0060). 

Regarding independent claim 5, Iseki teaches an electronic album creating 
apparatus for creating an electronic album relating to a place, the apparatus comprising: 
a first recording medium configured to store information captured by a user of the place 
and situational information associated with the information, the situational information 
including at least one of a location, a date, and a time of the place, wherein the 
situational information is either automatically recorded upon capture of the information 
or is provided by the user; because Iseki teaches a system for creating a digital album 
of a place, including video, audio, and image data from a digital video camera (par. 
0034-0036). Iseki teaches providing material information, including pre-recorded 
images and video of a place, by a travel company for creating the digital album (par. 
0098-01 01 ). Iseki teaches that the pre-recorded images are registered and stored (par. 
0057-0059; par. 0089). Iseki teaches a mobile recording medium where a video 
camera acts as a terminal to store the registered images (par. 0097). 

Iseki teaches that it is possible to input a location, date and time, or to fetch 
position and time information relating to the place and date from the camera used to 
pick up the image (par. 0058; par. 0056-0057; Fig. 13; Fig. 14). 

Iseki teaches a second recording medium manufactured specifically for the place 
by a company configured to store: material information provided by the company that is 
pre-recorded on the second recording medium, the material information including at 
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least one of text, an image, a video, audio, and a map relating to the place; because 
Iseki teaches that it is possible to input a location, date and time, or to fetch position and 
time information relating to the place and date from the camera used to pick up the 
image (par. 0058; par. 0056-0057; Fig. 13; Fig. 14). 

Iseki teaches a second recording medium because Iseki discloses an 
embodiment having a digital video camera connected with several terminals containing 
storage media storing text, image, and audio data, and situational information including 
a location, date, and time (par. 0036-0047). Iseki also teaches that it is possible to give 
a function as a terminal to the digital camera, i.e., recording medium where position 
information and date information provided in the camera are used as the input 
information (par. 0095-0097). 

While Iseki does not specify a form of recording medium, Renie teaches 
automatically inserting personalized opening video segments into pre-recorded stock 
footage of rides and attractions as well as other stock material on a tape such as special 
events, parades, etc. (col. 8, I. 6-31), as well as selling the storage medium in the form 
of a CD-ROM to the visitor at the place (col. 4, 1. 57-col. 5, I. 34; col. 8, I. 6-51 ). 

Iseki teaches a program, which when executed by a processor of the apparatus, 
causes the apparatus to: search the material information stored on the recording 
medium using the situational information; determine and display resulting material 
information; because Iseki teaches that it is possible to input a location, date and time, 
or alternatively, to search position and time information relating to the place and date 
from the camera used to pick up the image (par. 0058; par. 0056-0057; Fig. 13; Fig. 14). 
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Further, Iseki teaches searching stored situational information by allowing a user 
to retrieve image information based on name, place, or date (par. 84). 

Iseki teaches combine pre-recorded material information selected by the user 
with the information captured by the user to create the electronic album of the place 
comprising both the pre-recorded material information and the information captured by 
the user, because Iseki teaches a system for creating a digital album of a place, 
including video, audio, and image data from a digital video camera (par. 0034-0036). 
Iseki teaches providing material information, including pre-recorded images and video of 
a place, by a travel company for creating the digital album (par. 0098-01 01 ). Iseki 
teaches that the pre-recorded images are registered and stored (par. 0057-0059; par. 
0089); compare to: ... combine pre-recorded material information selected by the user 
with the information captured by the user to create the electronic album of the place 
comprising both the pre-recorded material information and the information captured by 
the user. 

Even if Iseki did not explicitly teach that the mobile recording medium was 
manufactured specifically for a place by a company, since Iseki teaches that it is 
possible to give a function as a terminal to the digital camera, i.e., recording medium 
where position information and date information provided in the camera are used as the 
input information (par. 0095-0097), and Iseki teaches providing material information, 
including pre-recorded images and video of a place, by a travel company for creating a 
digital album (par. 0098-0101), it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have used the digital camera and/or storage medium 
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to store the pre-recorded travel information, since it would have been obvious to 
combine the disclosed prior art elements of camera, storage, and pre-recorded images 
using the disclosed methods of using the camera as a terminal, in order to achieve 
predictable results (KSR). 

Both Renie and Iseki are directed to the recording and storage of image data. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system for producing customized video recordings for a sightseeing spot 
disclosed by Renie, with the image editing and storage system disclosed by Iseki, in 
order to allow users of the system flexibility in storing and accessing their recorded 
image content, as well as providing third part access to the content (Iseki, par. 0006). 

Regarding independent claim 6, Iseki teaches a method of creating an original 
electronic album of a place by a visitor, the method comprising: 

manufacturing a storage medium specifically for the place, the storage medium 
containing pre-recorded material information including at least one of text, an image, a 
video, audio, and a map relating to the place; because Iseki teaches a system for 
creating a digital album of a place, including video, audio, and image data from a digital 
video camera (par. 0034-0036). Iseki teaches providing material information, including 
pre-recorded images and video of a place, by a travel company for creating the digital 
album (par. 0098-01 01 ). Iseki teaches that the pre-recorded images are registered and 
stored (par. 0057-0059; par. 0089). Iseki teaches a mobile recording medium where a 
video camera acts as a terminal to store the registered images (par. 0097). 
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Iseki does not explicitly teach selling the storage medium to the visitor at the 
place; however, Renie teaches Renie teaches automatically inserting personalized 
opening video segments into pre-recorded stock footage of rides and attractions as well 
as other stock material on the tape such as special events, parades, etc. (col. 8, 1. 6-31). 
Renie teaches selling the storage medium in the form of a CD-ROM to the visitor at the 
place (col. 4, I. 57-col. 5, I. 34; col. 8, I. 6-51). 

Renie teaches recording situational information by the visitor using a recording 
device, the situational information including at least one of a location, a date, and a time 
relating to the place; because Renie teaches receiving and linking a visitor's ride 
location and ride position information to the infrared triggered camera sequence 
occurrences of the video footage shot throughout the day and identified by the 
identification processor with video time-code (col. 7, 1. 48-62). Renie teaches recording 
situation information by the visitor using a recording device, including a customer card, 
infrared sensor, and reading device linked with video camera sequence occurrences 
(col. 6, I. 8-53). 

Iseki teaches executing a program on the storage medium which causes the 
system to: 

receive the situational information associated with the material information and 
including at least one of a location, a date, and a time relating to the place; because 
Iseki teaches that it is possible for a user to input a location, date and time, or 
alternatively, to fetch position and time information relating to the place and date from 
the camera used to pick up the image (par. 0058; par. 0056-0057; Fig. 13; Fig. 14). 
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Iseki teaches ...search the material information using the situational information; 

determine and display the material information resulting, as a result of the 
search, because Iseki teaches that it is possible to input a location, date and time, or 
alternatively, to search position and time information relating to the place and date from 
the camera used to pick up the image (par. 0058; par. 0056-0057; Fig. 1 3; Fig. 1 4). 
Further, Iseki teaches searching stored situational information by allowing a user to 
retrieve image information based on name, place, or date (par. 84). 

Iseki teaches combine pre-recorded material information selected by the user 
with the information captured by the user to create the electronic album of the place 
comprising both the pre-recorded material information and the information captured by 
the user; because Iseki teaches a system for creating a digital album of a place, 
including video, audio, and image data from a digital video camera (par. 0034-0036). 
Iseki teaches providing material information, including pre-recorded images and video of 
a place, by a travel company for creating the digital album (par. 0098-01 01 ). Iseki 
teaches that the pre-recorded images are registered and stored (par. 0057-0059; par. 
0089); compare to: ... combine pre-recorded material information selected by the user 
with the information captured by the user to create the electronic album of the place 
comprising both the pre-recorded material information and the information captured by 
the user. 

Even if Iseki did not explicitly teach that the mobile recording medium was 
manufactured specifically for a place by a company, since Iseki teaches that it is 
possible to give a function as a terminal to the digital camera, i.e., recording medium 
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where position information and date information provided in the camera are used as the 
input information (par. 0095-0097), and Iseki teaches providing material information, 
including pre-recorded images and video of a place, by a travel company for creating a 
digital album (par. 0098-01 01 ), it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have used the digital camera and/or storage medium 
to store the pre-recorded travel information, since it would have been obvious to 
combine the disclosed prior art elements of camera, storage, and pre-recorded images 
using the disclosed methods of using the camera as a terminal, in order to achieve 
predictable results (KSR). 

Further, both Renie and Iseki are directed to the recording and storage of image 
data. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the system for producing customized video recordings for a 
sightseeing spot disclosed by Renie, with the image editing and storage system 
disclosed by Iseki, in order to allow users of the system flexibility in storing and 
accessing their recorded image content, as well as providing third part access to the 
content (Iseki, par. 0006). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/04/201 1 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive (see Remarks, p. 6-10). 

Applicant argues that Iseki does not disclose the limitations of independent 
claims 1 , 4, 5, and 6, which recite: a mobile recording medium manufactured specifically 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/576,51 2 Page 1 4 

Art Unit: 2177 

for a place by a company for creating an original electronic album of the place,... (claim 
1 ; Remarks, p. 5-8). However, the claims must be given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation in light of the specification ( MPEP 2106). In this case, the scope of the 
claims, and in particular the limitation: a mobile recording medium manufactured 
specifically for a place by a company for creating an original electronic album of the 
place is sufficiently broad that each and every limitation of the claimed invention is 
disclosed by Iseki, and therefore the claim rejections should be maintained. 

The specification discloses "The recording medium of the present invention is a 
recording medium on which material information and a program for a user to create an 
original electronic album in relation to a sightseeing spot" (p. 2, 1. 12-15). However, in 
the limitations of claims 1 , 4, 5, and 6, "a place" is recited. Given a reasonable 
interpretation, "a place" can be interpreted to be a country, or any land area, for 
example. Therefore, Iseki meets the claim limitation. 

Further, in response to applicant's argument that the mobile recording medium is 
"manufactured specifically for a place by a company" (Remarks, p. 6-7), a recitation of 
the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural difference between 
the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the 
intended use, then it meets the claim. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation that the mobile recording 
medium is "manufactured specifically for a place by a company" has not been given 
patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is 
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generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a 
process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not 
depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural 
limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 
1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 

In response to applicant's argument that Iseki fails to teach a mobile recording 
medium manufactured specifically for a place by a company for creating an original 
electronic album of the place,..., a recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention 
must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in 
order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art 
structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 

The limitations of independent claims 1 and 5 are disclosed by Iseki as set forth 
in the claim rejections, above. Iseki teaches providing material information, including 
pre-recorded images and video of a place, by a travel company for creating the digital 
album (par. 0098-01 01 ). Iseki teaches that the pre-recorded images are registered and 
stored (par. 0057-0059; par. 0089). Iseki teaches a mobile recording medium where a 
video camera acts as a terminal to store the registered images (par. 0097). 

While applicant argues that Iseki does not disclose a "mobile recording medium" 
(Remarks, p. 5-6), the specification discloses that the recording medium may be "a CD- 
ROM, for example" (specification, p. 5, 1. 14), which is expressly disclosed by Renie, 
since Renie teaches automatically inserting personalized opening video segments into 
pre-recorded stock footage of rides and attractions as well as other stock material on a 
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tape such as special events, parades, etc. (col. 8, 1. 6-31), as well as selling the storage 
medium in the form of a CD-ROM to the visitor at the place (col. 4, 1. 57-col. 5, I. 34; col. 
8, I. 6-51). 

Regarding the newly claimed limitations of independent claims 1, 5, and 6, Iseki 
teaches: combine pre-recorded material information selected by the user with the 
information captured by the user to create the electronic album of the place comprising 
both the pre-recorded material information and the information captured by the user, 
because Iseki teaches a system for creating a digital album of a place, including video, 
audio, and image data from a digital video camera (par. 0034-0036). Iseki teaches 
providing material information, including pre-recorded images and video of a place, by a 
travel company for creating the digital album (par. 0098-01 01 ). Iseki teaches that the 
pre-recorded images are registered and stored (par. 0057-0059; par. 0089); compare 
to: ... combine pre-recorded material information selected by the user with the 
information captured by the user to create the electronic album of the place comprising 
both the pre-recorded material information and the information captured by the user. 

For these reasons, and the reasons of record, it is believed that all of the claim 
rejections should be maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AMELIA RUTLEDGE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cesar Paula can be reached on 571 -272-41 28. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Amelia Rutledge/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2177 



